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Тема: Красивые места мира.
“The Land of the long white clouds”
New Zealand is a country of islands located in the Pacific Ocean. The North Island and the South Island are the main ones, and there are number of small ones, some of which are hundreds of kilometers from the main islands. The country`s nearest neighbour is Australia, which lies more than 1,600 km northwest of New Zealand. It`s never very hot or very cold in New Zealand because it is surrounded by water. Summer and winter temperatures in most places differ by less than 10 degrees. The coldest month is July, and the warmest is January.
New Zealand has another name, Aotearoa, which means “the land of the long white cloud” in the Maori language. The first Maori settled in New Zealand about a thousand years ago. They came from Polynesia and were excellent sailors and fierce warriors.
New Zealand has got it all - snow-capped mountains, fast-flowing rivers, green forests and peaceful lakes with crystal clear water. You can spend a whole day by some lake or river and be the only person there. There are places in this beautiful land that have never felt a human footstep. In fact, New Zealand is one of the least populated countries in the world. A little more than 4 million people live there.
New Zealand is a land of volcanoes. Most of them are sleeping, but some are active and you can see steam and smoke coming from them! The largest and most active volcano is the White Island volcano. This volcano last erupted – without warning in 2000. In spite of the danger the White volcano is a popular tourist attraction. Walking through the crater is like being on another planet!
Mount Cook, which is 3.764 metres high, is New Zealand`s highest mountain. It was named after Captain James Cook, the famous English explorer. There are many lakes and rivers here too, and it is a very popular place for sport – skiing in winter, and water sports in summer.
Wellington, the capital of New Zealand, stands at the south-western tip of the North Island and is the southernmost capital city in the world. It is built on high hills around a harbour. Wellington is the windiest city in New Zealand and its nickname is “Windy Wellington”. Queenstown is a famous resort town. It is often called the “Adventure Capital of the World”. In Queenstown you can do practically all kinds of sport, including extreme ones. The city of Dunedin is often called the “City of First”. It is home to the country`s oldest university, the first newspaper and the first botanic gardens.
New Zealand is a young country. The first Maori people landed here about a thousand years ago, and the British people came to lie there around 1840. You will not find many buildings that are more than 150 years old. And in New Zealand today more than half the people are under thirty years old. New Zealanders are very hospitable and very warm-hearted. Welcome to New Zealand!
Задания к тексту:
Упр. 1) Выпишите из текста предложения с прилагательными в степени сравнения. Определите положительную (начальную) степень от данных прилагательных. Переведите предложения на русский язык.
Упр. 3) Составьте 2 общих и 2 специальных вопроса к данному тексту:
Упр. 4) Найдите к следующим словам и выражениям английские соответствия в тексте:
- ближайшим соседом страны является;                        
- самый холодный месяц;                                                - прозвище;
- быстро текущие реки;                                                     - гостеприимный

